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Upcoming Events 
 

November 4 Florida Ag Expo at the Gulf Coast Res. and Education Center in Balm 

November 6 Mid-Florida Specialty Crops Conference at the Mid-Florida Research 

and Education Center in Apopka 

November 10 Attaining Optimum Blueberry Yield Workshop at the UF/IFAS 

Extension—Lake County Office in Tavares 

November 10 CRDF Citrus Rootstock Field Day at the Duda Farm Fresh Foods 

Grove in Felda 

November 17 Central Florida Citrus Grower Field Trip at Lee Groves in St. Cloud 

November 18 Cold Protection for Fruit Crops in Central Florida at the UF/IFAS 

Extension Osceola County Office in Kissimmee 

November 20 Lake County Farm Tour at the UF/IFAS Extension—Lake County 

Office in Tavares 

November 24 Citrus Irrigation Field Day at the Mid Florida Citrus Foundation in 

Avalon 

December 1 Winter Weather School at the UF/IFAS Extension—Lake County 

Office in Tavares 

December 2 Florida Blueberry Pollination Workshop at the UF/IFAS Extension 

Lake County Office in Tavares 

December 3 CRDF Thermotherapy Field Day at the Citrus Research and Education 

Center in Lake Alfred 



 
 

 

www.flchma.com 

November 2015 Central Florida CHMA               
Coordinated Application Information 

 

The schedule for the next coordinated Asian citrus psyllid 

spray application is as follows: 
 

1. The South Lake/West Orange County and Green Swamp 
CHMAs will make a coordinated spray of a Pyrethroid or 
insecticide on October 26 to November 2, 2015. 

2. Local citrus grower, Rex Clonts, is coordinating an aerial 
application of a Pyrethroid insecticide in the Conserv II area 
starting on November 2, 2015 in the South Lake/West 
Orange County and Green Swamp CHMAs.  Please contact 
Rex at wrclonts@yahoo.com for information about 
participating in the aerial application. 

3. The Central Lake/North Orange County and North Lake/
South Marion County CHMAs will make a coordinated spray 
of a Pyrethroid or Organophosphate insecticide on November 
2 to November 9, 2015. 

4. Next coordinated CHMA applications in 2016: 
 - Approximately late January, 2016—Pyrethroid   
Additional information on www.flchma.com 
 
 
 

 

http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/chmas/index.shtml
mailto:wrclonts@yahoo.com
http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/chmas/index.shtml


Blueberry Pest Management Notes 

 
I. Spider Mites 

 
It has come to my attention that spider mites have been reported as being 

a serious peat in Florida this year, especially in high tunnel production.  
There are not many recommendations in blueberry pest management 

guides for the management of this pest. 
      

Blueberry Consultant, Dr. Gerard Krewer, mentioned in a message that a 
grower had success managing the pest with a pyrethroid insecticide named 

Danitol.  Spider mites do appear on the product label and as is with all 
pesticide applications, label instructions must be followed.  Applications of 

crop oil applied when environment and crop conditions permit can also be 
effective in smothering spider mites on blueberry plants. 

 

Release of beneficial mites has provided some benefit in managing spider 
mites in other crops such as strawberry.  I am not aware of any large scale 

utilization of this practice in blueberry but it could warrant investigation on 
a small scale, especially in high tunnel production.  

 
I. Phytophthora Management 

 
As the dormant season approaches, growers who have been struggling with 

Phytophthora infestations in their blueberry fields often make fungicide 
applications to their soil during the dormant period to manage this 

destructive pest as part of their overall management program.  These 
applications have typically been accomplished with a broadcast sprayer 

designed to apply the spray solution to the soil under the canopy of the 
blueberry plants. 

 

During the past few weeks, Mr. John Taylor Jr., Agronomic Service 
Representative with the manufacturer of Ridomil Gold SL sent out a notice 

that this product was granted a Section 2(ee) Label for the application of 
this fungicide through irrigation systems (drip or micro-sprinkler).  All 

product recommendations on the full Federal Label and Supplemental Label
(s) for the use of Ridomil Gold SL within irrigation systems must be 

followed.  Supplemental Labeling (linked below) must be in possession of 
applicators during applications. 

 
Ridomil Gold SL Supplemental Label  

http://lake.ifas.ufl.edu/agriculture/citrus/documents/FL1202073AC1015_000.pdf


Peach Marketing Order Meeting and Frost Protection Survey 

 
The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services will be 

holding their final Public Hearing about the proposed Florida Peach 
Marketing Order at the UF/IFAS Extension—Polk County Office on Thursday, 

November 12, 2015 starting at 1:00 PM.  The meeting address and a link to 
the proposed marketing order appear below: 
 

W.H. Stuart Conference Center 

1702 South Holland Parkway 

Bartow, FL 33830 
863-519-8677 
 

Link to Proposed Peach Marketing Order 

 
Dr. Mercy Olmstead sent a notice indicating that Researchers at the 

University of Florida are conducting a short survey on frost protection for 

peaches. The online survey is anonymous and should take approximately 
10-15 minutes to complete. Your answers to survey questions will help 

guide scientific and economic research on frost protection to be relevant to 
your operations. 

  
The researchers ask that only one person per farm complete the survey. 

The survey should be completed by the individual most directly involved in 
overall farm management and frost protection decision making (if any). 

  
The survey has been reviewed by the University of Florida’s Institutional 

Review Board to protect the rights and welfare of survey respondents. If 
you need further information about this research, please contact Dr. Mercy 

Olmstead at mercy1@ufl.edu  or Elizabeth Conlan at econlan@ufl.edu. 
 

The survey can be accessed at : https://ufl.qualtrics.com/SE/?

SID=SV_8bO76k5ugZjSRQp  
 

2015-16 Central Florida Weather Watch 

Information 
 

Central Florida Weather Watch is a resource where detailed freeze event 
information from a retired NWS Meteorologist is distributed prior to and 

during serious freeze events to participants that produce citrus and other 
fruit crops, along with producers of other horticultural crops such as 

ornamentals and vegetables.  Registration information is available by 
following the link below: 

 
2015-16 Central Florida Weather Watch Registration 

http://lake.ifas.ufl.edu/agriculture/citrus/documents/PMODraft2.008202015.pdf
mailto:mercy1@ufl.edu?subject=Peach%20Frost%20Protection%20Survey
mailto:econlan@ufl.edu?subject=Peach%20Frost%20Protection%20Survey
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8bO76k5ugZjSRQp
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8bO76k5ugZjSRQp
http://lake.ifas.ufl.edu/agriculture/citrus/documents/Weatherwatchsignup15-16_000.pdf


Conference Registration Link 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/mid-florida-specialty-crops-conference-tickets-18249825720


Workshop Pre-registration Link 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/attaining-optimum-blueberry-yield-workshop-tickets-19026493755




Field Day Pre-registration Link 

asperez@ufl.edu 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mid-florida-citrus-foundation-citrus-irrigation-field-day-tickets-19199482168?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
mailto:asperez@ufl.edu?subject=Mid%20Florida%20Citrus%20Foundation%20Citrus%20Irrigation%20Field%20Day


Eventbrite Registration Link 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/east-central-florida-winter-weather-school-tickets-19274961930?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
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CHMA Map of the Month 
 

The map below is for the Seminole/East Orange CHMA through October 9.  In depth 

interpretation of these results can be obtained by logging in to the CHMA Sectional 

Mapping Program on the CHMA Website Main Page: 

http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/chmas/index.shtml 

Central Florida Citruslines and Fruit Crops Update is published 6 times a year by the Central Florida 
Fruit Crops Advisory Committee and Central Florida Fruit Crops Extension Program: 
Gary K. England—Multi-county Extension Agent III  gke@ufl.edu (352) 343-4101 Ext. 2729 

http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/chmas/index.shtml
mailto:gke@ufl.edu

